
Forcing 
bulbs for 
indoor 
bloom
ø BLOOM from H1The challenge: The exterior of 

Ben and Brenda Marks’ Minnetonka 
rambler evokes the look of Prairie-
style architecture. But the interiors 
were stuck in the 1990s with basic 
maple woodwork, beige carpet and 
walled-in rooms. The homeowners 
wanted to add Prairie-influenced 
architectural details, as well as cre-
ate an easy flow between the main-
floor living spaces. At the same time, 
they wanted to turn the living and 
family rooms — which held unap-
pealing, rarely used fireplaces — 
into inviting gathering areas.

The team: Architect Rosemary 
McMonigal of McMonigal Archi-
tects, Minneapolis, mcmonigal.
com, and interior designer Gigi 
Olive.

The solution: The renovation proj-
ect involved knocking down three 

walls — including 
the large floating 
structure that held 
the TV cabinet — to 
gain more functional 
square footage and 
open up and connect 
the main floor. The 
team repositioned 
and redesigned the 
fireplaces in the liv-

ing and family rooms, turning 
them into a focal point. They also 
improved and updated the 1990s 
kitchen, while keeping the exist-
ing cabinets and layout. Materials 
including stone, wood and art glass 
were used to create Craftsman-
detailed warm interiors.

Afterthought inserts: The exist-
ing see-through gas fireplaces in 
the living and family rooms were 
off-center and undersized for 
the spaces, and embellished with 
underwhelming surrounds. “Both 
sides of the fireplace looked like 
an afterthought and were visually 
awkward,” said McMonigal.

Hearths of the home: The newly 
built stone fireplaces dramatically 
changed the look and function of 
the rooms. 

First, the doorway between the 
living room and kitchen was filled 
in to create a longer wall to house 
the larger fireplace unit and turn the 
long living room into one unifying 
conversation and gathering space. 

Instead of the dated see-through 
style, the new stone-surround fire-
places wrap around the living and 
family room wall. The living room’s 
modern linear gas insert boasts ver-
tical flames. The family-room fire-
place is a traditional log style and 
creates a cozy hearth room off the 
kitchen. “We can cook dinner, the 
kids can do homework, and have the 
fireplace on,” said Ben.

As the final touch, McMonigal 
added cherrywood trim accents 
and display shelves to both units. 
“Now we can put out family photos 
and make it more homey,” said Ben.

Stone style: The stone was cut thin, 
but still has the look of a massive 
stone surround, said McMonigal. 
The stone and cherrywood trim 
across the fireplaces are shaped by 
strong horizontal lines and other 

Prairie influences. “And we var-
ied the depth of the stone cladding 
around the fireplace box for more 
architectural interest,” she said.

Visual continuity: Now the home 
has a centerpiece, thanks to the 
new stone fireplace structure, 
which spans the wall dividing the 
family and living rooms. “The fire-
place brings in Craftsman details 
and guides the traffic flow,” said 
McMonigal.

Kitchen face-lift: The Markses 
didn’t want to completely overhaul 
their kitchen. They decided to keep 
the maple cabinets, which were in 

good condition. But they replaced 
the dated multilevel island with a 
one-level quartz-topped island, as 
well as the perimeter counters. The 
new island holds a beverage refrig-
erator, and is accented with maple 
and cherrywood to tie it to the reno-
vated parts of the house.

A work of glass: A custom art-glass 
window, designed by Michael Pilla, 
in the family room continues the 
Prairie-style motif and is aligned 
with an exterior window to draw 
in more light. 

Wood character: The team replaced 
carpet in both rooms with dark-

stained cherrywood floors, match-
ing the wood to the existing refin-
ished floors so spaces would flow 
together.

The best part: Although the home’s 
footprint remained the same, the 
remodeling project increased the 
amount of usable space, said McMo-
nigal. Now it’s a snap to position fur-
niture and sit in front of a fire. 

“The fireplaces add a warm and 
comfortable feeling and give our 
home a really awesome Prairie feel,” 
said Ben.

Lynn Underwood • 612-673-7619

Prairie-style retrofit
ø SOLUTIONS from H1

After photos by GREG PAGE
Top The living room’s repositioned and rebuilt stone fireplace creates a more inviting sitting area.  
Above The other stone fireplace turned the family room into a hearth room off the updated kitchen. 
Left to right The family and living rooms before the remodeling to add Prairie-style details.   

SHARE YOUR EVERYDAY SOLUTION    To submit a project for consideration, please send uncompressed JPEG images of the element or space, 
before and after photos if available, and a brief description of the story behind the project to Angie McKinley: mckinley@aia-mn.org.

star tribune/aia everyday solutions
Everyday Solutions appears once a month in the Homes section as a showcase for projects, by AIA Minnesota member architects, 
that solve a homeowner’s everyday design challenge. The program is a partnership between the Star Tribune and the Minnesota 
chapter of the American Institute of Architects.

Rosemary 
McMonigal

Gertens in 
Inver Grove 
Heights 
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opportunity 
to learn about 
backyard 
birding.
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Upholstery chat 
Get expert ideas and inspiration for 

your reupholstered chair or new sofa at 
Gabberts’ “Let’s Talk Upholstery,” 2-3 
p.m. Sundays through Dec. 20. Bring 
photos and fabric samples to Gabberts 
in the Galleria, 69th St. and France Av. 
S., Edina, and at 3201 Country Dr., Little 
Canada. For information, call 952-927-
1500 or go to  gabberts.com .

Architectural deals
Need to match a vintage glass 

doorknob or faucet fixture? Or want 
to add some character to a plain-Jane 
fireplace? Every item in the Architec-
tural Antiques warehouse of pre-1960s 
home-related functional and decora-
tive salvaged stuff will be discounted 
for the Fall Sale, Oct. 24-25. Peruse the 
aisles for antique and vintage lights, 
stained and prairie glass windows, 
carved stone surrounds, vintage 
plumbing and fixtures, fireplace man-

tels and garden elements, from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Oct. 24 and noon to 5 p.m. Oct. 
25, 1330 NE. Quincy St., Mpls. Call 612-
332-8344 or go to archantiques.com. 

Backyard birds
Cooler weather is with us, bring-

ing hungry birds in search of food. If 
you’re interested in attracting birds to 
your backyard and providing habitat, 
here’s a free seminar on “Backyard 
Bird Feeding.” Gertens, with experts 
from Meadow Ridge Farm Bird Seed 
Co. and garden product manufacturer 
Erva, will present an afternoon of learn-
ing opportunities, starting at noon on 
Oct. 25. The noon session will focus 
on “Deterring Squirrels,” followed by 
a 12:30 p.m. session on “Choosing the 
Best Seed.” Other sessions include 
“Adding a Heated Birdbath” at 1 p.m., 
“Selecting a Feeder” at 1:30 p.m., 
“Simple Pole Systems” at 2 p.m. and 
“Backyard Birding With Children” at 

2:30 p.m. Preregister at gertens.com/
events. Gertens is located at 5500 
Blaine Av., Inver Grove Heights.

Kid-friendly mini-garden
Create hands-on Halloween decor 

at a Bachman’s workshop 
designed for children. 
You and a child (age 
6 and up) will work 
together on a “Kid-
Friendly Halloween 
Mini-Garden.” The 
$50 cost covers an adult-
child pair, plus all materi-
als used in your take-home 
creation. Adults may attend 
alone. The workshop will be 
held 2 to 4 p.m. Oct. 24 at Bach-
man’s, 6010 Lyndale Av. S., Mpls. Reg-
ister at bachmans.com or call 612-861-
7600.

LYNN UNDERWOOD and 
KIM PALMER

a chilly corner room that was once a 
coal bin. A previous owner thought-
fully lined the little room with shelv-
ing, and that’s where I put my pots of 
bulbs to grow.

While the experts at commercial 
greenhouses have the know-how to 
get pots of mixed bulbs to bloom at 
nearly the same time, my home exper-
iments have not been successful at 
that. While hyacinths will bloom after 
just 11 or 12 weeks of chilling, some 
tulips need up to 20 weeks before 
they are ready to flower. My pots of 
mixed bulbs turned out to be messy 
and unappealing, with hyacinths 
dying back before crocuses and daf-
fodils were even showing buds. So if 
you want to force different kinds of 
bulbs, give daffodils their own pots, 
put hyacinths in another, and so on.

Smaller varieties of daffodils like 
Tete-a-Tete and Peeping Tom are 
good for forcing because they are less 
likely to get rangy and need staking. 
The same is true for tulips — shorter 
is better.

Fragrant hyacinth
But my favorite forced bulb is the 

hyacinth. They’re sturdy plants and 
reliable, spectacular bloomers. I love 
their sweet smell (people who dislike 
the scent of Stargazer lilies might find 
hyacinths too much to bear in a closed 
winter home).

Because your goal is to have a 
packed display of flowers in each pot, 
normal gardening rules about spacing 
don’t apply. Plant bulbs an inch apart, 
with the pointy end sticking out of the 
soil. You don’t want to bury the bulbs. 
Water them enough so that the soil 
is nicely damp, but don’t soak it, or 
you run the risk of rotting the bulbs. 
If you’re a chronic over-waterer like 
me, choose a pot with drainage holes, 
and put a saucer beneath it.

If you have a dark room where tem-
peratures will drop at least into the 
40s, you can stick the pots in there 
and close the door. If you’re using a 
fridge or garage (remember the pots 
can never freeze), you need to find 
a way to keep bulbs in the dark. An 
overturned box works in a garage. In 
the fridge, a paper bag or a plastic bag 
with holes poked in it, to allow the 
pots to “breathe,” is good.

Pots shouldn’t be allowed to dry 
out; especially in a fridge, you’ll want 
to monitor the bulbs to make sure 
they haven’t gone dry. I check my pots 
once a week, and water as needed.

Then you wait.
I distribute my pots when the hya-

cinths show green growth that’s at 
least an inch high. If they’re shorter 
than that, my Christmas gifts become 
New Year’s gifts, and the recipients 
have to wait!

Blooms will last longer in a cool 
location where the plants are out of 
direct sunlight.

More detailed information about 
forcing bulbs is available in this U 
of M Extension fact sheet: exten-
sion.umn.edu/garden/yard-garden/
houseplants/forcing-bulbs-for-
indoor-beauty-in-winter/ 

Other blooming options
For those who don’t have a good 

cold spot to force bulbs, amaryllis 
and paperwhite narcissus don’t need 
a dormant cool period. Both will soon 
be available in area garden centers.

While amaryllis are planted like 
other bulbs in soil, with the top third 
exposed, paperwhites are usually 
nestled in a bed of gravel or pebbles 
where there is just enough water to 
cover the lower quarter of the bulb. 
The paperwhites will send roots 
down into the rock, and voilà! You 
have sweet-smelling flowers within 
two to three weeks.

The biggest issue with paper-
whites is that they get leggy and tip 
over, but there’s a way to solve that 
problem. In what must be one of 
the most entertaining horticultural 
projects ever, researchers at Cornell 
University have found that once the 
bulbs have rooted, and paperwhite 
leaves are about an inch tall, adding 
a bit of hard liquor to water — vodka, 
gin, whiskey and the like — will cut 
the height of the plants by half to one-
third and not affect flowering.

Beer and wine don’t work, and as 
in all things alcoholic, moderation is 
the key. The Cornell folks suggest one 
part booze to seven parts water.

Here’s the Cornell paper that 
explains it all:

www .hort.cornell.edu/depart-
ment/faculty/wmiller/bulb/Pick-
ling_your_Paperwhites.pdf 

Mary Jane Smetanka is a Master Gardener and 
Minneapolis freelance writer.
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By KEVYN BURGER  
Special to the Star Tribune

A decade ago, Polly and Keith 
Nelson began touring towns 
touted as ideal for retirees. As the 
teacher and school psychologist 
approached their final working 
years, they explored communi-
ties in the Carolinas and Arizona. 
The couple, who’ve long resided 
in a Philadelphia suburb, thought 
they’d appreciate a more temper-
ate climate.

But four years ago, they bought a 
condominium in Minneapolis. The 
city offered something they could 
find nowhere else.

A grandchild.
“Peter was born, and six months 

later we had the condo,” said Keith 
Nelson, now 68, whose grandkids 
(yes, there’s another one now) call 
him “K-Pop.”

The Nelsons purchased a unit 
at RiverWest — in the same build-
ing where their daughter and son-
in-law are raising their family. The 
Pennsylvania couple come  to Min-
neapolis for month long visits three 
or four times a year.

“It’s convenient for us to all have 
our own space, but it’s nice to be 
able to go back and forth without 
getting out of your slippers,” said 
their son-in-law Eric Laska, 37, who 
lives five floors above the Nelsons.

New multi-story, multi-family 
buildings springing up in the Twin 

Cities offer a fresh way for different 
generations of a family to be close. 
They can share an address without 
sharing a bathroom, by living in 
separate units of the same building.

“Nationally, about 20 percent 
of Americans live in multi-family 
dwellings,” said Tom Musil, real 
estate professor at the University 
of St. Thomas. “There wasn’t much 
of that kind of property in the Twin 
Cities in the past, but it’s a segment 
of the housing industry that’s see-
ing a big shift. In the past 10 years, 
there have been thousands of these 
units added with new construction 
or conversions.”

Condo living is appealing to 
both downsizing baby boomers 
and young professionals who are 
building their first nests. It’s kis-
met when what they’re looking for 
intersects in the same building, with 
easy access to one another as the big 
drawing card.

“Living with extended family has 
significant positives. It tightens the 
family unit, cements the bonds,” 
said Susan Newman, a social psy-
chologist and author of 15 books 
on family topics, including “Under 
One Roof Again: All Grown Up and 
(Re)Learning to Live Together Hap-
pily.”

“It gives children a sense of 
security and continuity. It gives 
their parents support; they have 

A fresh take 
on family ties

Photos by RICHARD TSONG-TAATARII • rtsong-taatarii@startribune.com
Top photo, Betsy Kuller and husband Ben Berger boarded an elevator with daughter Rozlyn, 
2, and Kuller’s father, Hart, at the Carlyle in downtown Minneapolis. Above, Kuller prepared 
a meal as her mother, Susie, held Rozlyn, and Hart looked on. All live in the same building.

M U LT I - G E N E R AT I O N A L  L I V I N G  F I R S T  I N  A  T WO - PA R T  S E R I E S

Separate condo units in the same building provide proximity – 
with privacy – for today’s extended families.

See GENERATIONS on H5 Ø

By LYNN UNDERWOOD  
lynn.underwood@startribune.com

Ben and Brenda Marks are big fans of 

Prairie-style architecture. So when they 

built their Minnetonka rambler in 1996, 

the exterior facade was a mix of horizon-

tal stone and wood banding. But the cou-

ple didn’t have the resources or expertise to 

continue the earthy theme in the interiors.

“Inside, it was a basic suburban home 

— with the giant wall cabinet to hold the 

giant 1990s TV, which was wasted space 

as technology changed,” Ben said. Other 

design drawbacks were two poorly positioned fireplaces that the family rarely turned on 

to enjoy the gas-log ambi ence. The couple sought a design plan that would add a Prairie-

style sensibility to the interiors, create more open areas with better traffic flow and make 

those  fireplaces  warmer and more welcoming.

“We had 2,500 square feet, so there was plenty of space,” said Ben. “We just weren’t max-

imizing it.” 

E V E R Y D AY  S O L U T I O N S 

Rambler gets Prairie retrofit Start now to ensure flowers in time for holiday 
season, as gifts or to brighten a dreary winter 
day in your own home.

By MARY JANE SMETANKA  • Special to the Star Tribune

I don’t mind Minnesota winters, but I always feel 
a little let down after the holidays, when the days are 
short and even daylight can be muted. That’s when a 
pot of spring bulbs, radiating color and heavenly scent, 
like a little garden miracle, can brighten a winter day.

For many years, I’ve given pots of forced bulbs as 
Christmas gifts. Some people say it’s the best gift they 
receive.

I keep several pots for myself, too, enough to have 
flowers in the house right into March.

Forcing bulbs is easy, but to have winter bloom, you 
need to begin now. You’ll need clean pots, commercial 
potting soil (no garden dirt for this) and an appropri-
ately cold place to mimic winter conditions that bring 
the bulbs into bloom.

If you have room in your refrigerator, that works. A 
heated garage where the temperature never gets below 
freezing is also good. According to the University of 
Minnesota Extension Service, most bulbs need tem-
peratures between 35 and 48 degrees for about three 
months to pop their blooms.

In my old house, the unfinished basement includes 

Force bulbs for indoor bloom

See BLOOM on H3 ØSee SOLUTIONS on H3 Ø istock

GREG PAGE
The living room’s new stone fireplace adds 
dimension and warmth. 

Stone fireplaces, wood accents add Craftsman charm to a 1990s suburban home.

To fi nd out how they did it, see SOLUTIONS on H3 Ø
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a meal as her mother, Susie, held Rozlyn, and Hart looked on. All live in the same building.
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Separate condo units in the same building provide proximity – 
with privacy – for today’s extended families.

See GENERATIONS on H5 Ø
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Ben and Brenda Marks are big fans of 

Prairie-style architecture. So when they 

built their Minnetonka rambler in 1996, 

the exterior facade was a mix of horizon-

tal stone and wood banding. But the cou-

ple didn’t have the resources or expertise to 

continue the earthy theme in the interiors.

“Inside, it was a basic suburban home 

— with the giant wall cabinet to hold the 

giant 1990s TV, which was wasted space 

as technology changed,” Ben said. Other 

design drawbacks were two poorly positioned fireplaces that the family rarely turned on 

to enjoy the gas-log ambi ence. The couple sought a design plan that would add a Prairie-

style sensibility to the interiors, create more open areas with better traffic flow and make 

those  fireplaces  warmer and more welcoming.

“We had 2,500 square feet, so there was plenty of space,” said Ben. “We just weren’t max-

imizing it.” 

E V E R Y D AY  S O L U T I O N S 

Rambler gets Prairie retrofit Start now to ensure flowers in time for holiday 
season, as gifts or to brighten a dreary winter 
day in your own home.

By MARY JANE SMETANKA  • Special to the Star Tribune

I don’t mind Minnesota winters, but I always feel 
a little let down after the holidays, when the days are 
short and even daylight can be muted. That’s when a 
pot of spring bulbs, radiating color and heavenly scent, 
like a little garden miracle, can brighten a winter day.

For many years, I’ve given pots of forced bulbs as 
Christmas gifts. Some people say it’s the best gift they 
receive.

I keep several pots for myself, too, enough to have 
flowers in the house right into March.

Forcing bulbs is easy, but to have winter bloom, you 
need to begin now. You’ll need clean pots, commercial 
potting soil (no garden dirt for this) and an appropri-
ately cold place to mimic winter conditions that bring 
the bulbs into bloom.

If you have room in your refrigerator, that works. A 
heated garage where the temperature never gets below 
freezing is also good. According to the University of 
Minnesota Extension Service, most bulbs need tem-
peratures between 35 and 48 degrees for about three 
months to pop their blooms.

In my old house, the unfinished basement includes 

Force bulbs for indoor bloom

See BLOOM on H3 ØSee SOLUTIONS on H3 Ø istock

GREG PAGE
The living room’s new stone fireplace adds 
dimension and warmth. 

Stone fireplaces, wood accents add Craftsman charm to a 1990s suburban home.

To fi nd out how they did it, see SOLUTIONS on H3 Ø
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A decade ago, Polly and Keith 
Nelson began touring towns 
touted as ideal for retirees. As the 
teacher and school psychologist 
approached their final working 
years, they explored communi-
ties in the Carolinas and Arizona. 
The couple, who’ve long resided 
in a Philadelphia suburb, thought 
they’d appreciate a more temper-
ate climate.

But four years ago, they bought a 
condominium in Minneapolis. The 
city offered something they could 
find nowhere else.

A grandchild.
“Peter was born, and six months 

later we had the condo,” said Keith 
Nelson, now 68, whose grandkids 
(yes, there’s another one now) call 
him “K-Pop.”

The Nelsons purchased a unit 
at RiverWest — in the same build-
ing where their daughter and son-
in-law are raising their family. The 
Pennsylvania couple come  to Min-
neapolis for month long visits three 
or four times a year.

“It’s convenient for us to all have 
our own space, but it’s nice to be 
able to go back and forth without 
getting out of your slippers,” said 
their son-in-law Eric Laska, 37, who 
lives five floors above the Nelsons.

New multi-story, multi-family 
buildings springing up in the Twin 

Cities offer a fresh way for different 
generations of a family to be close. 
They can share an address without 
sharing a bathroom, by living in 
separate units of the same building.

“Nationally, about 20 percent 
of Americans live in multi-family 
dwellings,” said Tom Musil, real 
estate professor at the University 
of St. Thomas. “There wasn’t much 
of that kind of property in the Twin 
Cities in the past, but it’s a segment 
of the housing industry that’s see-
ing a big shift. In the past 10 years, 
there have been thousands of these 
units added with new construction 
or conversions.”

Condo living is appealing to 
both downsizing baby boomers 
and young professionals who are 
building their first nests. It’s kis-
met when what they’re looking for 
intersects in the same building, with 
easy access to one another as the big 
drawing card.

“Living with extended family has 
significant positives. It tightens the 
family unit, cements the bonds,” 
said Susan Newman, a social psy-
chologist and author of 15 books 
on family topics, including “Under 
One Roof Again: All Grown Up and 
(Re)Learning to Live Together Hap-
pily.”

“It gives children a sense of 
security and continuity. It gives 
their parents support; they have 

A fresh take 
on family ties
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Forcing 
bulbs for 
indoor 
bloom
ø BLOOM from H1The challenge: The exterior of 

Ben and Brenda Marks’ Minnetonka 
rambler evokes the look of Prairie-
style architecture. But the interiors 
were stuck in the 1990s with basic 
maple woodwork, beige carpet and 
walled-in rooms. The homeowners 
wanted to add Prairie-influenced 
architectural details, as well as cre-
ate an easy flow between the main-
floor living spaces. At the same time, 
they wanted to turn the living and 
family rooms — which held unap-
pealing, rarely used fireplaces — 
into inviting gathering areas.

The team: Architect Rosemary 
McMonigal of McMonigal Archi-
tects, Minneapolis, mcmonigal.
com, and interior designer Gigi 
Olive.

The solution: The renovation proj-
ect involved knocking down three 

walls — including 
the large floating 
structure that held 
the TV cabinet — to 
gain more functional 
square footage and 
open up and connect 
the main floor. The 
team repositioned 
and redesigned the 
fireplaces in the liv-

ing and family rooms, turning 
them into a focal point. They also 
improved and updated the 1990s 
kitchen, while keeping the exist-
ing cabinets and layout. Materials 
including stone, wood and art glass 
were used to create Craftsman-
detailed warm interiors.

Afterthought inserts: The exist-
ing see-through gas fireplaces in 
the living and family rooms were 
off-center and undersized for 
the spaces, and embellished with 
underwhelming surrounds. “Both 
sides of the fireplace looked like 
an afterthought and were visually 
awkward,” said McMonigal.

Hearths of the home: The newly 
built stone fireplaces dramatically 
changed the look and function of 
the rooms. 

First, the doorway between the 
living room and kitchen was filled 
in to create a longer wall to house 
the larger fireplace unit and turn the 
long living room into one unifying 
conversation and gathering space. 

Instead of the dated see-through 
style, the new stone-surround fire-
places wrap around the living and 
family room wall. The living room’s 
modern linear gas insert boasts ver-
tical flames. The family-room fire-
place is a traditional log style and 
creates a cozy hearth room off the 
kitchen. “We can cook dinner, the 
kids can do homework, and have the 
fireplace on,” said Ben.

As the final touch, McMonigal 
added cherrywood trim accents 
and display shelves to both units. 
“Now we can put out family photos 
and make it more homey,” said Ben.

Stone style: The stone was cut thin, 
but still has the look of a massive 
stone surround, said McMonigal. 
The stone and cherrywood trim 
across the fireplaces are shaped by 
strong horizontal lines and other 

Prairie influences. “And we var-
ied the depth of the stone cladding 
around the fireplace box for more 
architectural interest,” she said.

Visual continuity: Now the home 
has a centerpiece, thanks to the 
new stone fireplace structure, 
which spans the wall dividing the 
family and living rooms. “The fire-
place brings in Craftsman details 
and guides the traffic flow,” said 
McMonigal.

Kitchen face-lift: The Markses 
didn’t want to completely overhaul 
their kitchen. They decided to keep 
the maple cabinets, which were in 

good condition. But they replaced 
the dated multilevel island with a 
one-level quartz-topped island, as 
well as the perimeter counters. The 
new island holds a beverage refrig-
erator, and is accented with maple 
and cherrywood to tie it to the reno-
vated parts of the house.

A work of glass: A custom art-glass 
window, designed by Michael Pilla, 
in the family room continues the 
Prairie-style motif and is aligned 
with an exterior window to draw 
in more light. 

Wood character: The team replaced 
carpet in both rooms with dark-

stained cherrywood floors, match-
ing the wood to the existing refin-
ished floors so spaces would flow 
together.

The best part: Although the home’s 
footprint remained the same, the 
remodeling project increased the 
amount of usable space, said McMo-
nigal. Now it’s a snap to position fur-
niture and sit in front of a fire. 

“The fireplaces add a warm and 
comfortable feeling and give our 
home a really awesome Prairie feel,” 
said Ben.

Lynn Underwood • 612-673-7619

Prairie-style retrofit
ø SOLUTIONS from H1

After photos by GREG PAGE
Top The living room’s repositioned and rebuilt stone fireplace creates a more inviting sitting area.  
Above The other stone fireplace turned the family room into a hearth room off the updated kitchen. 
Left to right The family and living rooms before the remodeling to add Prairie-style details.   

SHARE YOUR EVERYDAY SOLUTION    To submit a project for consideration, please send uncompressed JPEG images of the element or space, 
before and after photos if available, and a brief description of the story behind the project to Angie McKinley: mckinley@aia-mn.org.

star tribune/aia everyday solutions
Everyday Solutions appears once a month in the Homes section as a showcase for projects, by AIA Minnesota member architects, 
that solve a homeowner’s everyday design challenge. The program is a partnership between the Star Tribune and the Minnesota 
chapter of the American Institute of Architects.

Rosemary 
McMonigal

Gertens in 
Inver Grove 
Heights 
will host an 
opportunity 
to learn about 
backyard 
birding.

Chicago Tribune

Upholstery chat 
Get expert ideas and inspiration for 

your reupholstered chair or new sofa at 
Gabberts’ “Let’s Talk Upholstery,” 2-3 
p.m. Sundays through Dec. 20. Bring 
photos and fabric samples to Gabberts 
in the Galleria, 69th St. and France Av. 
S., Edina, and at 3201 Country Dr., Little 
Canada. For information, call 952-927-
1500 or go to  gabberts.com .

Architectural deals
Need to match a vintage glass 

doorknob or faucet fixture? Or want 
to add some character to a plain-Jane 
fireplace? Every item in the Architec-
tural Antiques warehouse of pre-1960s 
home-related functional and decora-
tive salvaged stuff will be discounted 
for the Fall Sale, Oct. 24-25. Peruse the 
aisles for antique and vintage lights, 
stained and prairie glass windows, 
carved stone surrounds, vintage 
plumbing and fixtures, fireplace man-

tels and garden elements, from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Oct. 24 and noon to 5 p.m. Oct. 
25, 1330 NE. Quincy St., Mpls. Call 612-
332-8344 or go to archantiques.com. 

Backyard birds
Cooler weather is with us, bring-

ing hungry birds in search of food. If 
you’re interested in attracting birds to 
your backyard and providing habitat, 
here’s a free seminar on “Backyard 
Bird Feeding.” Gertens, with experts 
from Meadow Ridge Farm Bird Seed 
Co. and garden product manufacturer 
Erva, will present an afternoon of learn-
ing opportunities, starting at noon on 
Oct. 25. The noon session will focus 
on “Deterring Squirrels,” followed by 
a 12:30 p.m. session on “Choosing the 
Best Seed.” Other sessions include 
“Adding a Heated Birdbath” at 1 p.m., 
“Selecting a Feeder” at 1:30 p.m., 
“Simple Pole Systems” at 2 p.m. and 
“Backyard Birding With Children” at 

2:30 p.m. Preregister at gertens.com/
events. Gertens is located at 5500 
Blaine Av., Inver Grove Heights.

Kid-friendly mini-garden
Create hands-on Halloween decor 

at a Bachman’s workshop 
designed for children. 
You and a child (age 
6 and up) will work 
together on a “Kid-
Friendly Halloween 
Mini-Garden.” The 
$50 cost covers an adult-
child pair, plus all materi-
als used in your take-home 
creation. Adults may attend 
alone. The workshop will be 
held 2 to 4 p.m. Oct. 24 at Bach-
man’s, 6010 Lyndale Av. S., Mpls. Reg-
ister at bachmans.com or call 612-861-
7600.

LYNN UNDERWOOD and 
KIM PALMER

a chilly corner room that was once a 
coal bin. A previous owner thought-
fully lined the little room with shelv-
ing, and that’s where I put my pots of 
bulbs to grow.

While the experts at commercial 
greenhouses have the know-how to 
get pots of mixed bulbs to bloom at 
nearly the same time, my home exper-
iments have not been successful at 
that. While hyacinths will bloom after 
just 11 or 12 weeks of chilling, some 
tulips need up to 20 weeks before 
they are ready to flower. My pots of 
mixed bulbs turned out to be messy 
and unappealing, with hyacinths 
dying back before crocuses and daf-
fodils were even showing buds. So if 
you want to force different kinds of 
bulbs, give daffodils their own pots, 
put hyacinths in another, and so on.

Smaller varieties of daffodils like 
Tete-a-Tete and Peeping Tom are 
good for forcing because they are less 
likely to get rangy and need staking. 
The same is true for tulips — shorter 
is better.

Fragrant hyacinth
But my favorite forced bulb is the 

hyacinth. They’re sturdy plants and 
reliable, spectacular bloomers. I love 
their sweet smell (people who dislike 
the scent of Stargazer lilies might find 
hyacinths too much to bear in a closed 
winter home).

Because your goal is to have a 
packed display of flowers in each pot, 
normal gardening rules about spacing 
don’t apply. Plant bulbs an inch apart, 
with the pointy end sticking out of the 
soil. You don’t want to bury the bulbs. 
Water them enough so that the soil 
is nicely damp, but don’t soak it, or 
you run the risk of rotting the bulbs. 
If you’re a chronic over-waterer like 
me, choose a pot with drainage holes, 
and put a saucer beneath it.

If you have a dark room where tem-
peratures will drop at least into the 
40s, you can stick the pots in there 
and close the door. If you’re using a 
fridge or garage (remember the pots 
can never freeze), you need to find 
a way to keep bulbs in the dark. An 
overturned box works in a garage. In 
the fridge, a paper bag or a plastic bag 
with holes poked in it, to allow the 
pots to “breathe,” is good.

Pots shouldn’t be allowed to dry 
out; especially in a fridge, you’ll want 
to monitor the bulbs to make sure 
they haven’t gone dry. I check my pots 
once a week, and water as needed.

Then you wait.
I distribute my pots when the hya-

cinths show green growth that’s at 
least an inch high. If they’re shorter 
than that, my Christmas gifts become 
New Year’s gifts, and the recipients 
have to wait!

Blooms will last longer in a cool 
location where the plants are out of 
direct sunlight.

More detailed information about 
forcing bulbs is available in this U 
of M Extension fact sheet: exten-
sion.umn.edu/garden/yard-garden/
houseplants/forcing-bulbs-for-
indoor-beauty-in-winter/ 

Other blooming options
For those who don’t have a good 

cold spot to force bulbs, amaryllis 
and paperwhite narcissus don’t need 
a dormant cool period. Both will soon 
be available in area garden centers.

While amaryllis are planted like 
other bulbs in soil, with the top third 
exposed, paperwhites are usually 
nestled in a bed of gravel or pebbles 
where there is just enough water to 
cover the lower quarter of the bulb. 
The paperwhites will send roots 
down into the rock, and voilà! You 
have sweet-smelling flowers within 
two to three weeks.

The biggest issue with paper-
whites is that they get leggy and tip 
over, but there’s a way to solve that 
problem. In what must be one of 
the most entertaining horticultural 
projects ever, researchers at Cornell 
University have found that once the 
bulbs have rooted, and paperwhite 
leaves are about an inch tall, adding 
a bit of hard liquor to water — vodka, 
gin, whiskey and the like — will cut 
the height of the plants by half to one-
third and not affect flowering.

Beer and wine don’t work, and as 
in all things alcoholic, moderation is 
the key. The Cornell folks suggest one 
part booze to seven parts water.

Here’s the Cornell paper that 
explains it all:

www .hort.cornell.edu/depart-
ment/faculty/wmiller/bulb/Pick-
ling_your_Paperwhites.pdf 

Mary Jane Smetanka is a Master Gardener and 
Minneapolis freelance writer.
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